EYEING ASIA-PACIFIC PRESENCE IN LEARNING FACILITY

LVPEI to update docs’ skills
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SOON the city-based LV Prasad Eye In-
stitute will have a training programme
dedicated to the post-graduate medical
students of Orissa and neighbouring
states on skill development so that the
students can update themselves with the
ever-expanding field of microsurgery in
eye care.

The training programme to be im-
parted through wet laboratories (wet-
labs) will play a major role in imparting
basic knowledge of hand-eye-coordina-
tion for ophthalmologists and optome-
trists before they actually see patients.
The wet-lab experience will not only en-
hance their confidence-level, but also
help in minimising human error factor
while dealing with real-life patients
later.

According to Dr Sujata Das, Head
Cornea and Anterior Segment Service

and Education Centre of the hospital,
while the wet-lab training is patient and
pressure-free, time convenient and pro-
vides an environment suitable for learn-
ing and team-building opportunities,
the state-of-the art equipment will en-
able the learners to have flexible pro-
grammes, ability to experiment and
learn from mistakes, video recording/
playback/review and immediate feed-
back.

While learning time management
techniques will be through “time com-
pression’ modules of the wet-lab, learn-
ers will also have post-procedure re-
views, she said adding while the hospi-
tal has already been recognised for
providing training in cataract surgery,
medical retina and vitreo-retinal sur-
gery by the Government of India, it now
aims to position itself asone of the lead-
ing centres in the Asia-Pacific region to
provide all-levels of education in key
areas of eye care and vision sciences.

The current facilities in the wet-lab
include basic examination techniques,
retinal laser, phaco surgery and ad-
vanced process like posterior vitrecto-
my involving procedures of vitreo-reti-
nal surgery with the state-of-the-art
“vitrectomy simulator’.

“Development of human resources
in eye care is an important part of the
LVPEI mission and its education pro-
grammes address key components like
opthalmology, optometry, community
eye care, research, nursing and hospital
administration. Currently, LVPEI Bhu-
baneswar accepts students for one-year
optometry internship, four-year B.Sc.
(Optometry) and three-year comprehen-
sive optometry fellowship programme
in addition to several short-term cours-
es in super specialty eye care”, she in-
formed.

The institute will launch a short
course in ophthalmic skill enhancement
(SCOPE) in November, she said.




